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Abstract

"Interdisciplinary learning only occurs in the classroom. After class, students will
automatically turn off the learning mechanism for this subject. The mechanism will be turned
on next week." Teachers engaged in interdisciplinary teaching, often face the problems
mentioned above, and students are not careless in class, but they only listen carefully and are
lack the enthusiasm of seeking knowledge actively. Under this circumstance, how to enhance
students' enthusiasm in learning interdisciplinary courses and keep the learning mechanism
continuing after class so that learning effects can be accumulated is the problem that this study
attempts to solve at the teaching site. This study lies in introducing "problem-based learning”
to replace the traditional teaching method and combining "online community management” to
make up for the shortcomings of problem-based learning in the extension of focus. It also allows
teachers to transform from "Knowledge educators” to "knowledge guides”, while also enabling
students to transform from "knowledge receivers" to "knowledge seekers”. The results indicate
the problem-based learning is helpful to motivate students to explore the solution of the problem
they concern. Teamwork is also a better way to encourage students to observe and learn from
each other. It is more obvious in a team with different disciplines than those with only a single
discipline. It is recognized that students believe that their learning process can be extended
effectively by online community management via the questionnaire survey. However, students
who attended the interview of the focus group also said that the effect of online community
management on extending their learning process is not clear as we expected. The reason might
be the social media we choose is Facebook but not Instagram which is frequently used by
current students, meanwhile, the incomplete management strategy is also another possible one.
All the experiences and issues can be treated as a direction of improvement for the lecture and
teaching and practice study.

Keywords: interdisciplinary learning, problem based learning, online community

management
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